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Automation and 
digitalization 

together form the 
future driver for 
industrial value 

creation.



Com pan ies h op in g  t o w in  in  t h e 
au t om ot ive m arket  m ust  reinven t  
t h em selves as t h e in dust ry qu ick ly 
evolves. How  can  t h ey ben ef it  f rom  
im p lem en t in g  PIA's m u l t i-facet ed  
m anu fact u r in g  p rocess?

The benef it s of w orking  on  a p roject  
w ith  PIA is w e w ork w ith  the 
custom er's p rocess experts to allow  
our eng ineering  team  to create a 
custom  autom at ion  line for their 
needs. Our designers u t ilize the 
custom ers know ledge to create an  
assem bly line that  w ill m eet  needs 
and ensure the autom at ion  line 
p roduces a part  w ith in  the requ ired  
cycle t im e and w ith in  the tolerances.

 

Sm all an d  m id -sized  com pan ies are 
also look in g  t o invest  in  inn ovat ion . 
W hat  are t h e key fact ors t h ey n eed  
t o im p lem en t  t h e r ig h t  t echn olog y?

The key factor to im p lem ent  the righ t  
equ ipm ent  is to ensure the ROI is 
realist ic. Based on  the ROI t im ing , 
there are m any levels of au tom at ion  
that  can  be dep loyed. Having  a 
realist ic budget  in  m ind  w ill allow  PIA 
to design  a solu t ion  that  m eets the 
budget  and  custom er requ irem ents.

How  can  OEM, Tier 1 an d  Tier 2 
com pan ies develop  an  assem b ly 
l in e t hat  has t h e ag il it y t o p roduce 
m u l t ip le p roduct s?

PIA typ ically p roduces custom  
equ ipm ent  that  m anufactures m any 
part  types of a sim ilar m odel. PIA 
designs these cells w ith  the aid  of 
p rog ram m able servo m otors, robots 
and  change out  tooling , to nam e a 
few. Having  assem bly lines that  
p roduce 5-10 d ifferen t  part  num bers 
is a regu lar request  for PIA 
Autom at ion .

How  can  PIA h elp  com pan ies en t er 
In dust ry 4 .0?

PIA is curren t ly w orking  on  p rojects in  
the I4 .0 space now  w ith  the use of 
line databases, vision  and  cloud  data 
acqu isit ion . Th is is allow ing  our 
custom ers to w ork virtually w ith in  the 
p lan t .

The autom ot ive segm ent  is facing  new  challenges. 
E-m ob ilit y, self-d riving  veh icles, act ive d river-assistance system s, telem at ics, 
and  connected  car concepts are shap ing  the fu ture. The new  technolog ies 
involved  in  th is requ ire in telligen t  p roduct ion  p rocedures. Th is is w hy PIA 
Autom at ion 's p lan ts and  system s increasing ly in teg rate netw orked  assem bly 
concepts and  guaran tee h igh  quality in  com binat ion  w ith  m axim ized  
availab ilit y and  flexib ilit y.

In  advance of the Am erican  Autom ot ive Sum m it , w e spoke w ith  Jeff Voll, Sales 
Manager at  PIA Autom at ion , to d iscuss d ig it izat ion  in  the autom ot ive indust ry, 
invest ing  in  innovat ion , and  how  PIA is staying  com pet it ive in  an  ever-evolving  
landscape.





How  does PIA p lan  t o use im p lem en t in g  inn ovat ion  t o st ay com pet it ive in  t h e 
ever-evolvin g  au t om ot ive in dust ry?

Curren t ly, PIA is u t ilizing  robots as one w ay to stay com pet it ive. Th is allow s for m ore 
autom at ion  and  less operator in teract ion . We also im p lem ent  vision  system s and laser 
m easurem ent  sensors to con f irm  proper part s are loaded and loaded in  the correct  
orien tat ion . There are also standard  cells that  PIA has developed w ith  the use of servo 
m otors, th is allow s for m ore ?d ifferen t? part s to be assem bled  on  the sam e equ ipm ent .

You  m en t ion  on  you r w ebsit e t hat  "au t om at ion  an d  d ig it alizat ion  t og et h er form  
t h e fu t u re d r iver for in dust r ial value creat ion ." How  can  com pan ies use 
d ig it izat ion  t o m ain t ain  an d  expan d  t h eir  t echn olog ical posit ion  in  t h e au t om ot ive 
in dust ry?

One w ay that  PIA u t ilizes autom at ion  d ig it izat ion  is w ith  the use of Virtual Reality VR 
g lasses. Th is allow s our custom ers the ab ilit y to see the line that  w e are develop ing  
before the line is even fu lly designed. Th is is a new  technology that  w e see g row ing  
w ith  custom ers on  the foref ron t  of au tom at ion .



With more than 30 years of experience behind us, we are one of the world?s leading 
suppliers of assembly systems for OEMs, Tier 1 and Tier N suppliers. We offer turnkey 
assembly plants that are fully developed and economically viable ? from the assembly 
of the individual components to the testing of the final product.

Find out more:

www.piagroup.com


